


Page 2 

 
 
On Tuesday February 16th 120 certified and student 
members of the Arizona Athletic Trainers Association 
made their 4th trip in as many years to the State Capitol 
to lobby for the AT profession.  We were joined by 
more than 100 legislators and their staff for the second 
lunch on the lawn hosted by the Governmental Affairs 
Committee.   
 
This catered event gave AT’s and their legislator an 
opportunity to discuss the profession and our upcom-
ing legislation.  During this legislative session we had 
3 initiatives;  
 

 
 
 
HB 2074 Continuance of the Board of Athletic Training ensuring Arizona Athletic Trainers remain licensed regulated 

healthcare professional for another 10 years.  This bill is currently in the Senate and has gone through second reading. 
 
HB 2142 Arizona Board of Athletic Training Omnibus Bill will enhance the effectiveness of the Arizona Board of Athletic 

Training by improving the administrative functions of the board. This bill is also in the Senate and has gone through sec-
ond reading. 

 
SB 1326 Arizona Board of Athletic Training Omnibus Bill amends the existing scope of Athletic Training practice to re-

flect education and national trends.  It will ensure a uniform scope of practice across all athletic training work settings 
and corrects an oversight that prevents Athletic Trainers from caring for ill athletes.  This bill is to be heard in the Senate 
by the Committee of Whole as early as March 8th.  

  
 
This day was a huge success thanks to the many individuals that contributed 
to the day.  A note of thanks to Ilene Miller & Lindsey Schroeder (Meetings 
and Events Planning) for securing the date, space and caterer, Chris White 
(Publicity & Promotions) for setting up banners and AT display, Jeff Flack 
(Professional Education) for having CEU’s for attendees.   
 
Finally, much deserved recognition to the GAC committee members who 
planned and executed this very important day; John Parsons, Alison Synder, 
Debbie Craig, Mike Boese, Mariel Yakuboff, Tim Nicollelo, Matt Neumann, 
Mark Heichelbach and Jeremy Lewis.   
  

John Neel 
GAC Chair 
 

 

 

More AT Day Pictures on Page 13! 

Governmental Affairs Committee Update / AT Day at the Capitol 
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Student Associations Encouraged to Join the BU-SHU Challenge 
Actively Supporting The NATA Research & Education Foundation 

 

PURPOSE  
Boston University and Sacred Heart University challenge all athletic training student groups to 
compete in raising money for the NATA Research & Education Foundation. The purposes of 
this challenge are to generate funds supporting research that lead to the best practice of ath-
letic training, and to expose athletic training students to the world of research and the value of 
supporting research. 

WHAT 
All athletic training student groups at individual institutions are invited to compete. Initial con-
tact will be made with program directors, who will issue the challenge to their respective stu-
dent leaders. Student groups will then organize and implement fund-raising campaigns during 
the academic year. The money raised from this initiative will go to the unrestricted accounts of 
the NATA Foundation. 

www.natafoundation.org  
 

 

NATA Foundation 

2010 Pat’s Run Medical Volunteers Needed 
 The 2010 Pat’s Run is rapidly approaching and once again I am looking for volunteers to provide medical coverage for the run.  

It is truly an honor and a privilege to serve as the medical director for this great event, which honors such a great American as 

Pat Tillman and raises money for the Pat Tillman Foundation.  The Foundation promotes leadership in the community and inspires 

people to make positive changes in them and in the world around them.  

 

This year’s run is on Saturday, April 17th and begins at 7 am.  Medical volunteers will need to be on site by 6:00am for a brief 

orientation and preparation of the aid stations along the course.  Please let me know as soon as possible if you are interested in 

volunteering this year.  

 

 Thanks again. 

 

 Steven M. Erickson, MD 

 Head Team Physician 

 Arizona State University 

 480-965-9771 
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INDIANAPOLIS, IN (February 23, 2010) — Effective with the 2010 high school football season, any player who shows 
signs, symptoms or behaviors associated with a concussion must be removed from the game and shall not return to play 
until cleared by an appropriate health-care professional. 
 
The concussion rule was one of 12 changes approved by the National Federation of State High School Associations 
(NFHS) Football Rules Committee at its meeting last month in Indianapolis. The rule changes subsequently were ap-
proved by the NFHS Board of Directors. 
 
The previous rule directed officials to remove an athlete from play if “unconscious or apparently unconscious.” The previ-
ous rule also allowed for return to play based on written authorization by a medical doctor. Now, officials are charged 
with removing any player who shows signs, symptoms or behaviors consistent with a concussion, such as loss of con-
sciousness, headache, dizziness, confusion or balance problems, and shall not return to play until cleared by an appro-
priate health-care professional. 
 
“Given that the vast majority of concussions do not include a loss of consciousness, but that athletes often show obvious 
evidence of concussion, the NFHS Sports Medicine Advisory Committee (SMAC) strongly believes that officials must 
continue to be empowered to remove these athletes from play, thus protecting them from further injury,” said Dr. Michael 
Koester, chair of the SMAC. “Continued participation in any sport following a concussion can lead to worsening concus-
sion symptoms, as well as increased risk for further injury to the brain and even death. 
 
“The safety of the athlete is of paramount concern during any athletic contest. Officials, coaches and administrators are 
being asked to make all efforts at ensuring that concussed athletes do not continue to participate. Thus, coaches, play-
ers and administrators should also be looking for signs of concussion in all athletes and should immediately remove any 
suspected concussed athlete from play.” 
 
In addition to football, the new concussion language is being placed in all NFHS rules books for the 2010-11 season, as 
well as the “NFHS Suggested Guidelines for Management of Concussion.”  
 
About the National Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS) 
The NFHS, based in Indianapolis, Indiana, is the national leadership organization for high school sports and fine arts 
activities. Since 1920, the NFHS has led the development of education-based interscholastic sports and fine arts activi-
ties that help students succeed in their lives. The NFHS sets direction for the future by building awareness and support, 
improving the participation experience, establishing consistent standards and Rules for competition, and helping those 
who oversee high school sports and activities. The NFHS writes playing Rules for 17 sports for boys and girls at the high 
school level. Through its 50 member state associations and the District of Columbia, the NFHS reaches more than 
19,000 high schools and 11 million participants in high school activity programs, including more than 7.5 million in high 
school sports. As the recognized national authority on interscholastic activity programs, the NFHS conducts national 
meetings; sanctions interstate events; produces publications for high school coaches, officials and athletic directors; 
sponsors professional organizations for high school coaches, officials, spirit coaches, speech and debate coaches and 
music adjudicators; serves as the national source for interscholastic coach training; and serves as a national information 
resource of interscholastic athletics and activities. For more information, visit the NFHS Web site at www.nfhs.org  

Concussion Rule Revised, Strengthened in High School Football 



Printed copies of the Athletic Training Times are available by  

request. Please contact the newsletter editor. 
ARIZONA ATHLETIC TRAINERS’ ASSOCIATION 

Please send any stories and pictures for inclusion in the quarterly          
publication to banderson@atsu.edu. 

As always, I welcome your comments, suggestions, and submissions. 
Together, we can keep each other informed.  

Until Next Time, 

Bart 

The newsletter will continue to be 
published 4 times throughout the 
year (June, September, December, 
and March) with the deadlines for 
submission for each issue listed  
below. 

Issue   Submission Deadline 

September August 20 

December November 20 

March  February 20 

June  May 20 

 

     

Editor’s Notes 

Barton Anderson, MS, ATC 
AzATA Association Publisher 
A.T. Still University 
5850 E Still Circle 
Mesa, AZ 85206 

Phone: 480-219-6033 
Fax: 480-219-6100 
E-mail: banderson@atsu.edu 

 

Visit us on the web 

www.azata.net 

AzATA Leadership Directory 

President  
John Parsons, PhD, AT/L 

jparsons@atsu.edu 

Vice President 
Scott Horton, AT/L 

scott.horton@pima.edu 

Secretary 

Donna Gerokas, MSEd, AT/L, CSCS. LMT 

dgerakos@gcu.edu 

Treasurer 
Chris Murphy 

Christopher.murphy@azwestern.edu 

Clinical / Professional Representative 
Matt Anderson, AT/L 

atc2pac@cox.net 

College / University Representative 
Gregg Schroeder, Med, AT/L 

Gregg.schroeder@sccmail.maricopa.edu 

High School Representative 
Kristin Miller, AT/L 

Kristin.miller@prca-tucson.edu 

 


